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HamFest 2010 Next Month!

March 6™ and 7"

amFest is almost here, have you made
leans to attend? Cleared your
calendar? It’s right around the corner!
We need your support. We will have a great
time, but it’1l be better if YOU are there.
HamFest Forum Schedule (Saturday only)
Room 1
9:00 Testing
10:00 (Testing continues)
11:00 (Testing continues)
Noon: Al Contest Grp
1:00 ARRL/AREC
2:00 MARS
Room 2
9:00  Alert/Skywarn
10:00 “Bell Ringers”
11:00 Al Repeater Council
Noon D-Star Admin.
1:00  Youth Forum
2:00 (TBA)
Rooms 1 and 2 are upstairs. Testing will begin at
9 AM on Saturday and Sunday. Testing fee will
be charged for all participants except for youths
under the age of 18 (first test only).
Admission is $8 and is good for both
days. Children under 12 get in free.
Don’t forget to buy your prize tickets!
We’ll have two grand prizes, one will be given
away on Saturday at 3 PM and the “Super Grand
Prize” will be given away on Sunday at 2 PM.
We also have special prizes given away

hourly! Prize tickets are priced the same for
everyone.

$1 will buy 1 ticket

$5 will buy 6 tickets

$10 will buy 15 tickets

$20 will buy 40 tickets
($20 and up you get two tickets for $1)

This year we’ll have a special treat. Toni
Middleton, KE4VYR, and friends, will be
entertaining us with live music on Sunday before
the drawing for the Grand Prize, don’t miss this!

Coming Events

020610- Shelby Co Flea Gate
041810- Cheaha Challenge
052210- Tour de Cure
062610- Field Day

BARC Development Update

ARC Development elected 6 Board
B Members at the Jan 21, 2010 meeting.
They are:

Dave Cisco, W4AXL
Ken Adkisson, WB4FAY
Jeff Drew, N4JDU

Bill Davidson, KW4]
Paul Nash, W4JY

Ernest Beard, WD4BXH
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Meet Barc’s Treasurer

osalind Fazel, KD4ZGO, became a

RHAM in 1993. She has been the

BARC treasurer continuously for
about ten years, now.

She first became interested in HAM Radio
after hearing a couple of her co-workers talking
about it. She had a CB radio in several vehicles
and realized that Amateur Radio was a superior
way of communication.

She was also interested in the fact that a
phone patch was available on the ‘88 repeater at
that time. The phone patch was a great incentive
since a phone call could be made for help in case
of an emergency. (This was before cell phones
came into the picture and its popularity
exploded.)

Her first contact - and one she will not forget
- was with Bill Levey, WA4FAT. He graciously
welcomed her to the hobby and gave her words
of encouragement to talk because, for awhile
after getting her radio and license, she only
listened.

She enjoys 2 meters and has a 2 meter/440
Yaesu in her car as well as a number of
handhelds at home.

BARC Christmas Party

f you missed the Christmas party at
IPicadilly, you missed a good time. The
food was good and the fellowship was
worth the trip. We had no special speaker, but
Ken shared a few announcements and gave away
a door prize ($20 worth of HamFest prize tickets,
woohoo!)
Here are some
pictures of a few of
us enjoying our
dinner.
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Repeater Update

some problems with sensitivity for

several weeks. The repeater was
checked numerous times and all the equipment
was fine. It was determined that this was a real
issue when the Weather Service notified the club
of communication difficulty. Ken Adkission
went back one last time to troubleshoot and
found that a 30' length of coax between the
repeater and the polyphaser was the problem. It
was not the correct coax for repeater use and had
to be replaced. The repeater is now functioning
normally.

The ‘88 repeater had been experiencing

Silent Keys

for the amateur radio community. We
have lost several of our friends and
members.

Claude Mercer Gray, W4SE (Static
Electricity), passed away on October 5, 2009. He
was 100 years old. He was very active in the club
in the 30's. He was a graduate of Georgia Tech
in electrical engineering and made the first radio
police call to a Birmingham police car in 1933.
He spent World War Il in civilian service with
the FCC, then returned to Birmingham and
started an engineering business for radio and
television. He loved steam engines and drove the
train at the zoo for 20 years, retiring from there at
age 94. He was a member of the QB's, The
National Railway Historical Society, the Heart of
Dixie Railroad Museum, The Birmingham
Amateur Radio Club, and the Alabama Historical
Radio Society.

Oren Stevens Anderson, W4HDF, was
86 yrs old. He passed away on December 10,
2009. He received his license as a teenager in
1940. He served as a communications officer in
the United States Navy in the Pacific theater
during World War II. He was a life member of
BARC and an avid builder and restorer of ham
radio equipment. Oren worked as a banker and

The last few months have been sad ones
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engineer mostly in Dothan and Mobile.

Pete Sides, W4AUP, was 101 yrs old
when he deceased on December 10, 2009. He
worked for Alabama Power for 41 years
beginning in 1930. His was one of the founders
of BARC in 1930. Pete was a director for ARRL
and founded the Montgomery Amatuer Radio
Club in 1937. He was an active ham operator on
the air until Oct 2009.

Dave Ingram, K4TWIJ, became a silent
key January 20, 2010, as a result of
complications from a massive heart attack he
suffered on New Year’s Eve. Dave wrote for CQ
as a columnist. In 1982 his column was called
“World of Video”. That column eventually
broadened its outlook and became “World of
Ideas”, Dave's signature monthly column in CQ.
In addition, for the past decade, Dave has been
CQ's QRP (low power) Editor and "How it
Works" columnist. His enthusiasm for whatever
caught his interest was contagious and spread
widely through his informal yet educational
writing style.

Mary Sanders, wife of Lindbergh
Sanders, KC4VNO, passed away on January 5,
2010 after a long illness. On January 9", OMIK
and BARC representatives attended the funeral
services of Mrs. Mary Sanders, at the Saint John
Missionary Baptist Church in Birmingham.
Representing BARC were Ed Pitchford,
KD4AY, Ken Adkisson, WB4FAY, Jerry Fiore,
N4JF, Jim Pilman, KA4ZQA and his brother
John Pilman, N4FCP. Jeff Drew, N4JDU
represented both BARC and OMIK. The service
was brief and elegant with superb gospel music
from the choir. The church was filled to capacity
as Mrs. Sanders was a long standing member
and pillar of her church. After the services I
spoke briefly with Mr. Sanders who expressed
his joy and happiness at seeing all of us coming
to express our sympathy. I told him that we were
all watching and he smiled and remarked that he
knew it. In the near future, please join all of us in
wishing Lindbergh Sanders our sympathy during
his time of need. (Submitted by Jeff Drew, N4JDU)
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